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SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER TO PARENTS
The Superintendent's semi-annual letter to parents was mailed the second week of April. A letter was mailed to every cadet parent for whom we have an address. Historically, we have received more than 100 “return to sender” letters. If you did not get a letter, or if it was forwarded to you, please have your cadet update your address. Cadets can now make those changes from the convenience of their computers, through the CAMIS Home Page, Cadet Users tab.  Note:  Your cadet is the only person who can make this change!
 
CADETS BUILD HOUSES FOR SPRING BREAK (from the Academy Spirit)
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- In a collective effort known as Alternative Spring Break, 135 Air Force Academy cadets spent their vacations at three different locations building houses, cleaning-up and rebuilding in areas heavily damaged by Hurricane Katrina.  Cadets joined thousands of other college students across the nation working with Habitat for Humanity and other relief groups in Covington, La.; Hattiesburg, Miss.; and Biloxi, Miss. Alternative Spring Break coincides with normal Spring Break for Academy cadets, which began March 24. Alternative Spring Break is part of the Cadet Service Learning program, sponsored by the Academy's Center for Character Development. The Academy has participated in Alternative Spring Break for the past six years. Cadets collectively volunteer more than 20,000 hours per year for community service.  
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     The Dennis P. Rando Cadet Humanitarian Fund was begun in 1997 by the USAF Academy Cadet Parents' Association of Eastern Massachusetts.  The Association wished to memorialize C1C Dennis Rando's untimely death in a flight training accident in1996 by carrying on in the spirit of his caring and generous way of helping others, and in a manner that would benefit all AFA cadets.
      Dennis was the son of Paul and Toni Rando of East Bridgewater, Mass.  Several of Dennis' cadet friends traveled from the AFA to attend his funeral services in Massachusetts to offer their support to the Rando family and Dennis' friends.  When it was discovered that the cadets traveled at their own expense, it was clear that there was a need to be able to offer financial support to cadets in circumstances such as this.  The Massachusetts Cadet Parents Association inaugurated this fund with the help of then-AFA Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Paul Stein; it became national in scope and was officially recognized by both the AFA and the AF.  
     The fund has two purposes.  The first is to ensure that six cadets will be able to travel to the hometown funeral of a cadet who has passed away while attending the AFA to serve as an honor guard representing all AFA cadets and AFA cadet families.  The second purpose of the fund is to assist a cadet and the cadet's family who may have limited financial means to be able to travel home to attend the funeral of a family member or close friend, or visit a seriously ill family member.  The Rando Fund will provide the funds necessary for air travel based on financial need.  The Rando Fund is administered by the USAFA Chaplains' Office.  
      The fund is supported by the individual donations of family and friends of the cadets as well as by fund-raising activities that are sponsored by many USAFA parents clubs across the country.  Since 1997, $167,000 has been raised and spent in support of cadets for the purposes noted above.  There are no other organizations that provide for this type of service for the cadets.  USAFA is the only military academy that provides this type of support for its cadets or midshipmen.  The fund is an IRS registered 501(c)3 charitable organization.  One hundred percent (100%) of every donation received goes directly to the fund to benefit the cadets.  There are no expenses associated the Rando Fund.  The organization is run by volunteers and all expenses related to operating the fund are paid by dedicated donations.  For more information go to http://www.falconpride.com/rando or contact Jack Bernazzani at  jackbernazzani@hotmail.com. 
 
NEW USO AT DENVER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
     The USO was founded in 1941 in response to a request from President Franklin D. Roosevelt to provide morale and recreation services to uniformed military personnel. This request led six civilian agencies  - the Salvation Army, Young Men's Christian Association, Young Women's Christian Association, National Catholic Community Services, National Travelers Aid Association and the National Jewish Welfare Board  - to unite in support of the troops. The United Service Organizations, or USO, was incorporated in New York on 
February 4, 1941.
     The November 10, 2005, dedication of the Rocky Mountain USO was the culmination of a long and arduous process.  In response to passenger feedback and in support of our military personnel, Denver International Airport became interested in developing a USO in early 2000.  Research determined that there was a large USO void 
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     The Rocky Mountain USO serves any military person traveling through the airport. It provides a space to rest and relax, as well as sandwiches, snacks and coffee. It has Internet access through eight computer stations, X-Box games, a sleeping room and a large-screen television viewing area. The USO is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organiztion supported entirely by private and corporate donations.  For more information, contact Janet (Jenny) Bock, Rocky Mountain USO:  janet.bock@diadenver.net.  
 
RUMSFELD SCHEDULED TO SPEAK AT ACADEMY GRADUATION
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld is scheduled be the guest speaker for this year's graduation ceremony.  The Secretary last spoke at an Academy graduation ceremony in 2002. 
 
VIDEO CAMERAS ALLOWED IN STADIUM
Small video cameras and 35mm cameras with a detachable lens of no more than 4” in length will be allowed in the stadium for graduation.  Also, a maximum size of 24 oz. soft, see-through, factory-sealed water bottles will be allowed.  These are changes from last year.
 
SQUADRONS 37-40 MAKING A COME-BACK  (from Steve Simon, “SQ 40”)
Squadrons 37-40 are coming back!  The plan is to have them re-established in time for the arrival of the Class of 2010.  The impact for current cadets is that upper class cadets will have to populate the squadron, which will necessitate a mini-shuffle for '07 and '08.  There will also be a realignment of rooms to accommodate the four new units--some squadrons may have to move back across the Terrazzo.  
A bit of history:  40 was established in the late 1960s as "Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves."  Alas, the Forty Thieves name was retired in the mid-1980s, long before the squadron disappeared.  Apparently, some thought the name glorified thievery, which is a violation of the Cadet Honor Code.  It became the P-40 Warhawks for its last few years in existence, and I suspect it will be revived as such.  (Objectively, "Warhawks" does make a lot more sense than "Forty Thieves," but I still don't like it.)  Our red and blue Ali Baba patch and the new one are cool because they have a depiction of the Roman numeral for 40  - XL -- which also reads as "excel."  
       Incidentally, as a Doolie, I was in "Seagram Seven," which was also a casualty of the changing times:  Can't glorify drinking!  Don't know how we survived with all those temptations.
     As for the other three squadrons:  37 was the Skyraiders; 38, the All-Stars; and 39, after years as the Jedi Knights, is listed in the last few yearbooks (the four squadrons' final appearance was in the 1999 yearbook) as the "Cool Campus Rads."  
 
GRADUATION DVD CAN BE PURCHASED
Cadet Wing Media produces a DVD for graduation. Last year, the cost was $69 plus $5 for shipping.  They will mail out a detailed order form to parents of graduating cadets shortly.
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